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Includes abstracts from the Molluscan Forum 2017 such as - 
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Why indeed ?  There are lots of reasons to ask why just now. After  recently giving a lecture on the medical and economic im-
portance of molluscs, many comments in the ensuing discussion revolved around the question ñWhy isnôt more being done?ò For 
many years, my response to this question has been that unfortunately, the study of molluscs isnôt sexy. However, when  I look 
through this issue of The Malacologist and see the range of reports emanating from the (Young) Malacologistsô Forum, my faith in 
the sexiness of malacology is rekindled. Predominantly young malacologists presented papers on topics ranging from colour change 
in the endemic-to-Ireland Kerry slug (page 15), to snails surviving in bird faeces (page 20). The scale of work ranged from parasites 
in littorinids on a single shore in Yorkshire UK (L. saxatilis - page 8) to an Atlantic wide surveys of pteropods (Limacina -  page 
6) . Hopefully this new generation of scientists will take malacology to a new level of interest. To this end, the Forum seems to be 
growing into an international event in malacology. Presenters came from the Netherlands, Sweden, Germany, Poland, the Czech  
Republic, Russia, Ireland and France as well as the UK without mentioning the wide international range of collaborators. Such col-
laboration is now a mainstay of scientific research both in terms of mobility, networking and finance. However, these issues are  
threatened by Brexit and the political developments in the USA.  Another issue is exemplified by the notice posted by Lauren 
Sumner Rooney and Julia Sigwart (page 33); it is worth a considered read and some thought about the back story. Hopefully all 
these problems can be navigated successfully, but we continue to work in worrying and unstable times.  
Why?   Indeed. 
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TAXONOMIC/NOMENCLATURAL DISCLAIMER 
This publication is not deemed to be valid for taxonomic/nomenclatural purposes 
[see Article 8b in the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature 3rd Edition 
(1985), edited by W.D. Ride et al.]. 

EDITORIAL 

Did anyone else hear Council member Jon Ablett, presenting 
malacological items to the Museum of Curiosities on BBC 
Radio 4? If he decides to take a break from curating molluscs 
at the Natural History Museum, he could take to the road as a 
malacological stand-up comedian. A new variety talent is born! 

MALACOLOGICAL MISCELLANY 

 Spot the mollusc ? 
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