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ABSTRACTS
Redlisting the non-marine molluscs of Europe
Eike Neubert
Department of Invertebrate Animals, Naturhistorisches Museum der Burgergemeinde Bern, Bernastrasse 15, CH-3005 Switzerland

eike.neubert@nmbe.ch
Terrestrial molluscs have been the target of red list activities for almost 3 decades, with sporadic and taxonomically scattered entries from the 1970’s. Prerequisite to any redlisting, a scientifically well-tested and foreseeable stable taxonomic backbone was needed. Fortunately, this backbone for Europe was created in parallel through the MolluscaBase project, which was fed by fundamentally revised data retrieved from the Fauna Europaea list. The terrestrial gastropods are represented by 57 families, with the Clausiliidae being the largest group comprising 429 species.

Since 2009, the complete non-marine malacofauna of Europe has been screened using the knowledge of almost 50 experts. The threat status was assessed against the standard categories and criteria of the IUCN Red List (IUCN version 3.1). Today, we can present data on the current conservation status of 3332 species of terrestrial and freshwater molluscs. These data were made visible through the IUCN Red List database in November 2017 (www.iucnredlist.org), presenting a lot of hitherto unpublished information on the species including as a novelty a distribution map for almost all species. For the terrestrial molluscs, there is good news: of the ca. 2.476 species, only 19.5% have a threatened category, and slightly more than 50% are considered Least Concern. Freshwater molluscs were assessed in 2011, and an update is urgently needed as recently described species are not assessed. So the latest numbers from 2011 stay with ca. 40% of the species having a threatened category, contrasted by only 22% of Least Concern species. As could be expected, the Balkans turned out to represent the area with the highest biodiversity. The Macaronesian Islands with all the small-range species show a very similar pattern in species richness. The major threats identified against terrestrial molluscs in Europe are grazing, increased incidence of fires, deforestation, agriculture and encroaching urbanisation. 

Partula snail conservation, breeding and reintroduction: progress and some wider species initiatives 

The Partula tree snail conservation breeding programme was established over 30 years ago in response to widespread Partula extinctions in the 1970s and 1980s from the introduced predator Euglandina rosea. The programme currently includes 15 species and sub-species (the majority of which have Extinct in the Wild Red List status). A long-term collaboration between the French Polynesian environment department and the zoo conservation breeding programme has enabled 10 species and 2 subspecies to be reintroduced. This presentation will update colleagues on progress to date, lessons learned and follow up initiatives. It will also summarise some future conservation environment considerations for this and wider species recovery efforts.  
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Speaker bio
Paul Pearce-Kelly has worked at ZSL since 1982 and specialises in the development and management of species conservation programmes. His research interests focus on demographic and genetic management of group-living species; disease insect vector monitoring programmes and the evaluation of climate change impacts on species and ecosystems.  
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